Video Notes: Battle of Salamis
· A decisive battle between the Persians and Greeks was one of the key turning points in history.
· 485 B.C. Persian Xerxes became king- a title granted by God.
· King Xerxes ordered the great city of Persepolis to be built as his capital.

· Thousand of his subjects came to give gifts to Xerxes but nothing came from the Greeks.

· Xerxes had not forgotten the Persian defeat at the Battle of Marathon and planned revenge against Greece. Athens would pay for the Persian humiliation. 

· The Persians were a great military empire that stretched from Egypt to Asia Minor to the border of India.

· Persians expanded the empire through political power. They accepted various religions but all had to bow down to the great king.

· Xerxes did not yet have a major military victory and planned to avenge his father’s defeat at Marathon.

· Within a year Xerxes planned the invasion of Greece, recruited hundreds of thousands of men, and built a mighty naval fleet.

· Xerxes built a canal to move his men and then made a bridge out of boats (but a storm destroyed the bridge and Xerxes “punished” the sea with a whip).

· The Persians planned to invade from the north to avoid rough seas.

· The Greeks also prepared for war by building a mighty navy, but the ships were to be light and fast ships with three levels of oarsmen.
· Themistocles, the leader of the Greeks wanted to force a naval battle rather than a land battle. Just as the fleet was finished the Persians arrived.

· The Oracle at Delphi and the priestess confirmed that the people should flee to avoid death. Themistocles punished those who panicked and fled.

· The Persians demanded submission. The northern Greek areas surrendered, the people of Athens fled to the island of Salamis, but the Greeks refused to surrender.

· The Persians entered Athens and destroyed and plundered the city, killing anyone who remained.

· Xerxes was triumphant, and his father had been avenged but he wanted a naval battle against the Greeks.

· Some Greek leaders wanted to flee but Themistocles was determined to stay and fight. He claimed to fight in a narrow sea meant victory but in the open sea meant defeat. They agreed to fight in the narrows.

· Themistocles’s slave told the Persians that the Greeks planned to flee so the Persians spent the night blocking escape routes.

· The Battle of Salamis occurred on September 23, 480 B.C.

· Queen Artemisia (a Greek woman commander) was the only one that warned Xerxes against an attack. The Persians prepared for battle.
· The Persians attacked but their larger and slower ships were vulnerable to the smaller and faster Greek fleet of triremes.
· 200 Persian ships and 40 Greek ships were sunk.

· The Greeks were organized and prepared while the Persians were tired and disorganized.

· Queen Artemisia escaped after ramming a Persian ship.

· Xerxes returned to Persia defeated and his empire would not include Greece.

· Themistocles was banished from Athens for 10-years when more than 6,000 men voted against him despite his victory against Persia.

· Themistocles fled to Persia and met Xerxes asking his former enemy for sanctuary. He spent the rest of his life in the Persian court.

· The Battle of Salamis was the first battle recorded in a formal history written by Herodotus, the “father of history” and it opened the Classical Period in Greek history.

· The battle was a turning point in history because it allowed Greek high culture, art, philosophy, literature, theater, architecture, and sculpture to occur.
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